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Who are Heretics t 

This is an important question, 
mii'] I.I1H.' ii pen. iv hi i.: h a difference 
of opinion prevails. The Apos- 
tle Can I, Gal. o : 20, daises her- 
esies with 1 1 j « ■ blackest crimes 
committed by fallen Immunity. 
and even Bays -that "they who 
do such tiling shall n >t inherit 
the Kingdom ot God." Yet 
Paul himself, and his co-labor- 
ers were stigmatized as herelbs 
iu their day, and there are but 
few, it any, of the true worship- 
pers of Uod since that day, who 
have not been placed in the. cate- 
gory with heretics by somebody. 
The word seot and heresy are 
derived trom the same original 
haircsis which occurs with all its 
inflections but nine limes iu the 
Gospel, and is translated 
in the common version, heresy, 
four times, which shows thai 
the Apostle uses the word sect 
and heresy interchangeably, 
and no oue uses the word heresy 
in a favorable sense. The Ro- 
man Catholic church applies the 
term sod and heresy to all Pro- 
testant churches, and many Pro- 
testauts with great inconsistency, 
apply the terra to one another 
upon principles that would jus- 
tify the Pope in his position as 
the head of the only true church, 
and considering all others as 
being in rebellion to his author- 
ity and deserving only to be 
classed hairesis; and even justify 
theJewBin stigmatizing Christ 
as anjimpostor, aud the Apostles, 
who were charged with worship- 
ping contrary to the law of the 
fathers, as being heretics. 

The class which we allude to, 
are those who are prone to con- 
sider their opinions infallible, 
and the church organization to 
which they belong as represent- 
ing all the good there is of 
Christianity iu the world, aud 
look upon all who oppose their 
peculiar tenets as Heretics, aud 
the church organization to 
which they belong as only a sect. 
If they were asked to detine the 
w-ord they would tell you it was 
one wbo would sow seeds of dis- 
cord aud division aud thus cause 
schisms and parties to grow up 
aud destroy the peace and unity 
of the church. According to 
this definition Luther was a he- 
retic from a Catholic standpoint. 
Tux did he not sow seeds of 
discord aud division and thus 
cause schisms aud parties to 
grow? Roman Catholics living 
aud dead will bear testimony to 
the proposition and) condemn 
Luther as the Prince of heretics, 
and yet he and his coadjutors are 
esteemed by the Protestants, as 
true Christians wbo contended 
for the faith once delivered to 
the saints, against those who 
upheld error, and by their false 
teaching had corrupted the 


religion of Christ, making the 
opposition thereto an urgent 
neceessity. And those who 
were burnt at the stake as 
heretics are by them con sidered 
as holy Christian martyrs. The 
many different divisions among 
Protestants were originated by 
men who, like Luther, opposed 
what they believed to be unwar- 
ranted by the word of God in the 
organization to which they be- 
longed, and who labored to 
correct the heresies and abuse of 
power that were corrupting the 
body, and who were ostracised, 
persecuted, expelled, and driven 
to pursue the course pursued by- 
Luther aud others — that of or- 
ganizing those ol like faith upon 
what tbey believed to be the true 
foundation. 

History has demonstrated that 
true Christianity is better repre 
Be u ted by those who suffered 
persecutions and martyrdom, 
than it i* by those who raised 
the cry of heretic and schismatic. 
Heresy was a grievous sin ac- 
cording tij Paul, but it was not 
applicable to Paul, the holy 
Apostles, the Reformers, and 
others who labored for purity in 
religion and opposed the inno 
vations ot priestcraft, human 
traditions ana the various cor- 
ruptions that manifested them 
selves in what was claimed to he 
the true aud only indivisible 
church. 

The hairesis indicated by the 
inspired apoatles were those who 
refused to believe the inspired 
word and be governed by its 
teachings. Those were to' he 
rejected after the second admon- 
ition. If the church would al- 
ways have followed that injunct- 
ion, the corruption of Popery 
would never have gained the 
prominence which it did, and 
moat of the corruptions of Pro- 
testant churches are only relics 
ol Popery. 

The question at the head of 
thie article can only be answered 
in one of two ways: Heretics 
are the men who have been loy- 
al to their church organizations, 
and who expelled, persecuted, 
or despoiled the property of 
those, who, for conscience sake, 
would not be governed by them. 
Or, they are those who main- 
tained their integrity to Christ 
and his Gospel, itud would rather 
suffer persecution, despoliation 
ot goods, confiscation of church 
property, tortures, fines, iiuprie- 
oumeut and death than fotsake 
what they believed to be the 
truth. 

Reader if you profess Chris- 
tianity, you likely belong to one 
or I he other of the above classes. 
You are therefore u heretic ae 
cording to somebody's notion, 
whether Protectant or Catholic, 
loyalist or dissenter. You must 
cutter the reproach, and you may 
have to Buffer more according to 
the protection afforded by the 
government under which you 
live. Remembering that the 
heretics of one generation are of- 
ten, if not always, the heroes ot 
the next, you can choose your 
own place and company and 
run the risk. 

For our part we have made 
our choice. We prefer to be 
classed among heretics aud he 
lieve that the Pope and all hie 
puppets, and those who ad- 
vocated the truth in the face 
of foes with fagots, and with 
impious threats, and unholy per- 
secutions, are more righteous 
than their tormentors though tbey 
wear the ermine of State, and are 
clothed with sacerdotal robes. 


The Strikes. 

Tbe strikes among the labor- 
ing classes id Chicago and Cleve 
land, within the past few weeks, 
are but a repetition ot what has 
been witnessed both in this coun- 
try and Europe on many former 
occasions, and brings to our 
mind no new phases of the la- 
bor question. 

We have no doubt that often 
times the employers are to blame 
tor these troubles. Tbey, them- 
selves, many times indulge in 
extravagancies and are governed 
by such an inordinate desire for 
wealth tbat justice to the toilers 
is overlooked ; but this is not 
always tbe case .; frequently the 
industries where these strikes 
occur, are not prospering, and 
an increase in wages would 
not be justified. 

The hard times, complained of 
iu this country, can be traced 
directly to the extravagance of 
its people. And there is no class 
more extravagant, according to 
their means than ihe working- 
class. 

While the statement that "the 
workman toils cheap, that his 
employer may live in luxury" is 
not without a semblance of truth; 
.it is also true that a great 
part of the moue, paid to the 
laborer is wasted in extrava- 
gance and the employer is taxed 
to maintain the luxury or ex- 
travagance of the laborer, aud 
when through his profligacy, he 
and his family become depend- 
ent, it iB the property of the 
rich that roust provide for his 
wants. 

H is a fact that in this coun- 
try tbe capitalists not only pay 
the laborers enough to enable 
them to buy food uud clothing, 
but also spend $4,000,000 annu- 
ally for whisky aud beer. Be- 
sides this, the rich pay for edu- 
cating tbe children of the labor- 
ers, and providing for their 
wants in sickness and old age. 
It is the class that are shiftless 
and improvident, generally, who 
engage in the strikes, and they 
never benefit themselves, but 
incur Iosb upon the employer 
and frequently damage the pros- 
pects of the more prudent labor- 
ers. 

The principle of the Chris- 
tian religion applied to the em- 
ployed and employer would dis- 
pense with strikes and hard 
times ; while tbe philoso- 
phy of the infidels who 
incited the Chicago riot, 
would induce anarchy, poverty, 
social and political ruin. 

It is a pity that all infidels, 
from Iugcrsolldowu to the Chi- 
cago socialists could not be given 
some Island iu the sea where 
they could give their theories a 
a fair practical illustration with- 
out endangering tbe life, prop- 
erty, and souls of well-disposed 
people. 


Seml-Edltorial. 

Preached a tew additional ser- 
mons in the vicinity of La Paz, 
and then went eastward, Tbe 
church at La Paz did as much 
for the College as could be ex- 
pected, taking their circumstan- 
ces into consideration, which I 
always do. My next stop was at 
Nappenee, where I only re- 
mained about twenty- tour hours, 
and had uo appointment but re- 
ceived some donations, and have 
hopes for more. Here Bro. Perry 
Early resides, and the Leslie 
family. Next 1 stopped off at 
Milford and preached oue ser 
mori in the Brethren's hired 


house. Thence to North Man- 
chester and preached in tbe 
Lutheran church on Friday eve- 
ning, June 26t,h. On Saturday, 
accompanied the brethren and 
sisters to Bracken to attend the 
communion there. Tbe meeting 
was a very good and enjoyable 
one. I did not work up my 
College business at the last three 
places, for the reason that the 
time was too short, and the occa- 
sions unsuitable. This visit was 
only a kind of a forerunner. 
Will do them all over again. 

On Monday morning met my 
daughters at Auburu Junction 
and accompanied them to Chi- 
cago, on their way to Denver, 
Colorado. Visited our friend 
and brother, Dr. Fahrney, wbo 
gave us a warm reception. Chi 
cago always seems liko home to 
me, and if I bad a good busi- 
ness there, I would rather live iu 
Chicago than any other place I 
now think of. 

On Thursday, July 2nd, I 
again stopped off at Milford, and 
preached iu town that evening, 
and gave a talk on the College 
subject -with rather a discourag- 
ing result, perhaps owiDg to a 
lack ol a proper understanding 
of the matter. The next day- 
time church met in council, and 
everything transacted was done 
harmoniously. That night, July 
3rd, I preached in Ihe renowned 
school house, No. 7, where the 
solemn services of the scattered 
flock met in June, 1882. Had 
a good audience lor the busy 
season and short notice, with 
good attention and more thau 
ordinary liberty of speech. Sat 
urday and Sunday I spent with 
my cousins, the Baringer family, 
and enjoyed it very much. Sun- 
day forenoon attended services 
at the German Baptist church, 
near the Arnold's Grove battle- 
field. A brother Worstler 
preached a good sermon from 
1 Cor. 13 : 13, making some 
good points on charity. If the 
Standing Committee of 1882, 
could have had, and appreciated 
such a lecture, some good might 
have resulted. Sunday night I 
preached for tbe brethren at 
Milford, to a large audience. 
Bro. J. C. Gripe, of Michigan, 
was with us, aud we spent the 
night together. He is much iu 
favor of a convention, and I ad 
mit that he convinced me ot the 
correctness of his views, and I 
wish we could have a convention 
in the near future. The attention 
of the executive committee is 
hereby called to the matter. 

On Monday, July 6th, we had 
arranged with un artist to take 
a photograph of school house 
No. 7. Accordingly, a number 
of us oame together in the fore- 
noon, and at about 11 o'clock 
it was taken, and we think a 
good negative was obtained. 
Then the company present waB 
arranged into a group, and taken 
separately, or at least without 
any effort to get the house on 
it. There were fifteen persons 
present, including at least two 
who were present in 1882, John 
Hubbe and myself. The picture 
will lie electrotyped and pub 
lished in the Brethren's Annual 
for 1886. Persons wishing tbe 
photograph can secure it by ad- 
dressing me at Ashland, at fifty 
ceLtseach. 

We had intended next to go 
to Elkhart, but word trom home 
called me to assist in other Col- 
lege business ; so I returned 
home on Monday night, and 
here I am still. My last hours 


at Milford Junction, were spent 
at Bro. Lewis Muntz's. I with 
only to say here that the reports 
in circulation iu regard to their 
troubles with a certain party, 
are devoid ot truth, as to the 
origin of tbe trouble. Brother 
Muntz was not in the least blam- 
able. An impartial committee 
will set everything in order; if 
such a party can be had in the 
German Baptist church. 

As it ie now in the midst of 
harvest, I may remain at home 
a few days longer. My next 
point will be Elkhart, I ml., and 
on the first Sunday ot August 
I expect to be with the brethren 
at North Manchester at the ded- 
ication ot their new church. 

I offer my sympathies to 
brother and sister Buumau, iu 
their severe distress. Kuowiug 
how mnch they doted on their 
only son, I can imagine how dis- 
tressed they m net he. Hope he will 
speedily recover, and become all 
the better man for having one 
foot already in the gtave, and 
that the parents will console 
themselves with these thoughts, 
and with tbe fact that they are 
'-till better off than those who 
have no son at all. 

HOLSINQEB. 


The Dialectic Essay. 

On the inside of this issue, we 
print the Dialogisfic essay, 
which, our readers have been 
expecting Tor some time. The 
manner of performing it will be 
readily understood by reading it. 
Four persons are necessary, and 
each oue should have her part 
well committed, and in the act, 
they should take positions in the 
form of a halt-circle, so that each 
speaker can see all of the other 
speakers without assuming a po- 
sition awkward to the audience. 


A Good Machine. 

We print a large advertise- 
ment for the Ashland Manufact- 
uring Company. The machines 
they make are first-class in every 
feature, and take a place in first 
rank as Clover Hullers; and 
they are honorable dealers. 


The Pall Mall Gazette though 
upheld in its course of exposing 
the wickedness of the aristocrats 
of London by a large array of 
English people, is nevertheless 
conlronting many enemies to its 
course. Among those whom it 
considers the most unprincipled 
are its contemporaries whohave 
entered into "a conspiracy 
of silence" against it. This is a 
modern kind of warfare and 
consists in the refusal to notice 
the contemporary they want to 
kill. It is a very despicable 
mode of warfare to say the least 
of it. 


A New York daily informs ns 
that opium smoking is rapidly 
increasing in that city. The 
Chinese who introduce the opi- 
um joints, as the places where 
the smoking is indulged in are 
ei' I led, have no trouble in secur- 
ing patronage from white men 
and women, and these not al- 
ways trom the lower walks in 
society. It seems this nation ie 
not already cursed enough by 
the saloons hut this other social 
evil must now be iutroduoed to 
degrade and ruin men and 
women. 


The most happy man is he 
who knows how to bring into 
relation the end and beginning 
at his life. — Goethe. 


